253                           ALL ABOUT THE BABY
hood before we begin to insist upon certain habitual things. We
forget that we have by far the best opportunity when the page
is clean, for erasure is difficult and often leaves a daub and a,
lack of beauty that might easily have been avoided if (he very
earliest habits, those of infancy, had been right ones- those
upon which the more complicated habits of later life might
easily and well have been built. So let us remember the impor-
tance of the first weeks, the first months, the first years, in the
effect upon the entire after life of the individual